
\
Foreword

M any readers abroad will have read about the crisis in British agricul
ture prompted by the Foot and Mouth outbreak that began at the end

of February. Great suffering has been endured by livestock farmers already
reeling from the BSE crisis and a collapse in prices. Nor should the psycho
logical pressure of watching herds of sheep or cattle - a lifetime's work for
many - consumed on vast funeral pyres be underestimated. But there has
been another story on the mountains and uplands of Britain this year which
has largely been ignored.

While government ministers and the media have acknowledged the
immense impact the crisis has had on tourism generally, few have reported
thoroughly on how the thousands who earn their living from the hills have
found their businesses undermined by the removal of access to the
countryside. (It is important to remember that the scientific advice available
to policy-makers was quite clear from the start of the crisis on how tiny the
risk posed by walkers and climbers was.)

It may seem incredible, but the outdoor industry is now a significant
business, comparable to agriculture. In upland areas, it far outstrips farming
in terms of the turnover it generates and the jobs it secures. And yet the case
for what is effectively our community was barely heard. We can only hope
that in the enquiry which may have already taken place by the time you
read this, the relevant agencies who speak for the outdoors will have had
the opportunity to make our case clearly heard.

I think readers of the Alpine Journal a hundred years ago would be
astonished by the size and scale mountaineering as a sport has now reached
around the world. It is still obviously a minority interest, but mountains,
apart from those with developed skiing industries, are traditionally poor
places and have benefited greatly from mountaineering. One has only to
think of Nepal, which suffered its own terrible tragedies this year with the
murders of King Birendra and his family and the continuing Maoist
insurgency, to find an example of how climbing and trekking can make a
significant contribution.

This increasing influence enjoyed by mountain climbing is a double-edged
sword. While it increases the sport's political influence, opening up new
areas to explore, securing access for future generations and allowing local
people a higher standard of living, it also increases the pressures on mountain
environments. Businessmen without the depth of feeling for mountain
landscapes that readers of the Alpine Journal share will continue to seek
inappropriate development in mountain areas. But the activities of climbers
themselves will increasingly come under the spotlight, as examples like the
garbage on Everest are reported.

Most climbers, I hope, are sympathetic to the environment in which they
pursue their sport. But there are plenty of environmentalists who look on
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the climbing community with some hostility and see us as a soft target that
can be managed more easily than, for example, a multinational oil company
or a government agency. This has already been the experience of climbers
in Germany, where the Green Party has severely reduced access to German
crags,

Part of the appeal of climbing is freedom from the complexity and pettiness
of much of modern life. The thought of getting involved in planning controls
and detailed environmental debate is too much for many of us, But next
year the world will celebrate the International Year of the Mountains and in
this edition of the Journal, climber and mountain environment campaigner
Martin Price outlines some of the events and programs planned for 2002,
Whether we like it or not, it is the work of people like Price which will shield
us from the attention of bureaucrats and maintain the integrity of the wild
landscapes we love so much,

Elsewhere in this year's Journal, the richness and diversity of that
experience is shown to be in good health, Doug Scott reports on an aborted
expedition in one of the toughest environments he has yet experienced 
Arunachal Pradesh - and Tamotsu Nakamura reveals his latest explorations
in the eastern Himalaya. Both men show that there are still areas of the
world where talk of management plans and access legislation is a little
premature.

There is plenty of excellent, adventurous climbing too, from young climbers
like Ian Parnell and older hands like John Barry, still climbing extreme routes
in his 50s. Past President George Band reports on his trek up the Rishi
Gorge into the Nanda Devi Sanctuary, an environmental touchstone like
almost no other. And Robert Roaf shares his memories of another age, when
such issues were far in the future, climbing with Marco Pallis in Sikkim. I
want to thank all this year's contributors for their time and effort and for
making this year's Journal such an interesting collection.

EdDouglas
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